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Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A

First Reading Is 55:6-9
My thoughts are not your thoughts.

Seek the Lord while he is still to be found,

call to him while he is still near.

Let the wicked man abandon his way,

the evil man his thoughts.

Let him turn back to the Lord who will take
pity on him,

to our God who is rich in forgiving;

for my thoughts are not your thoughts,

my ways not your ways - it is the Lord who
speaks.

Yes, the heavens are as high above earth

as my ways are above your ways,

my thoughts above your thoughts.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 144:2-3. 8-9. 17-18. R. v.18
(R.) The Lord is near to all who call him.

1. | will bless you day after day
and praise your name for ever.
the Lord is great, highly to be praised,
his greatness cannot be measured. (R.)

2. The Lord is kind and full of
compassion,
slow to anger, abounding in love.
How good is the Lord to all,
compassionate to all his creatures. (R.)

3. The Lord is just in all his ways
and loving in all his deeds.
He is close to all who call him,
who call on him from their hearts. (R.)

Second Reading Phil 1:20-24. 27

For me to live is Christ.

Christ will be glorified in my body, whether by
my life or by my death. Life to me, of course,
is Christ, but then death would bring me
something more; but then again, if living in
this body means doing work which is having
good results - | do not know what | should
choose. | am caught in this dilemma: | want
to be gone and be with Christ, which would
be very much the better, but for me to stay
alive in this body is a more urgent need for
your sake.

Avoid anything in your everyday lives that
would be unworthy of the gospel of Christ.

Gospel Acclamation see Acts 16:14

Alleluia, alleluia!

Open our hearts, O Lord,

to listen to the words of your Son.
Alleluia!

Gospel mt20:1-16

Why are you jealous because | am generous?

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘The kingdom
of heaven is like a landowner going out at
daybreak to hire workers for his vineyard.
He made an agreement with the workers
for one denarius a day, and sent them to
his vineyard. Going out at about the third
hour he saw others standing idle in the
market place and said to them, “You go
to my vineyard too and | will give you a fair
wage.” So they went. At about the sixth hour
and again at about the ninth hour, he went
out and did the same. Then at about the
eleventh hour he went out and found more
men standing round, and he said to them,
“Why have you been standing here idle all
day?” “Because no one has hired us” they
answered. He said to them, “You go into
my vineyard t00.” In the evening, the owner
of the vineyard said to his bailiff, “Call the
workers and pay them their wages, starting
with the last arrivals and ending with the
first.” So those who were hired at about the
eleventh hour came forward and received
one denarius each. When the first came,
they expected to get more, but they too
received one denarius each. They took it,
but grumbled at the landowner. “The men
who came last” they said “have done only
one hour, and you have treated them the
same as us, though we have done a heavy
day’s work in all the heat.” He answered
one of them and said, “My friend, | am not
being unjust to you; did we not agree on
one denarius? Take your earnings and go.
| choose to pay the last-comer as much as
| pay you. Have | no right to do what | like
with my own? Why be envious because | am
generous?” Thus the last will be first, and
the first, last.’

The psalm responses are from the English Translation of the Lectionary for
the Mass ©1981 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc.(ICEL).
All rights reserved. The psalm texts, from The Psalms, A New Translation,
©1963 by The Grail, England and used by permission of the publishers.
The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published
and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and
Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.

© 2017 Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd
All use must be in accordance with your user licensing agreement.

Reflection by Nick Brodie

The complaining workers in today’s
Gospel assumed they were near
the top of some unspoken
hierarchy. They thought they
deserved more than some of their
co-workers. If we think of the earth
as God’s great vineyard, we can
see obvious parallels today.
Nations can think they deserve
more than their less developed
neighbours; perhaps because their
economies have been
industrialised longer. People can
assume they are right to own
multiple properties while others
remain homeless; perhaps
because they inherited or worked
hard for them.

But we Christians are called to
work in the vineyard for its good,
and for the good of all, not merely
ourselves. ‘The way humanity
treats the environment influences
the way it treats itself, and vice
versa’, declared Pope Benedict XVI
in the encyclical Caritas in Veritate,
reminding us that justice for others
and good stewardship of our world
are intimately connected. During
this Season of Creation, we might
ask ourselves: How can we tend
the vineyard into which God has
sent us? Do we attend to the
needs of our fellow workers,
especially refugees and immigrants
who have only recently arrived?



How many words
can you make from
the letters in the
word “generous”?

the Roman Government at Capernaum, before

Jesus called him to become an apostle. Jesus’
contemporaries were surprised to see him associating
with someone like Matthew, but Jesus explained that
he had come “not to call the just, but the sinners”.
In the Gospels of Mark and Luke, Matthew is called
Levi, and so it is thought that he may have had both
names. The first Gospel was believed to have been
written by Matthew. His account of Christ’s life was
written for his fellow Jews, to convince them that their
anticipated Messiah had indeed come in the person
of Jesus.

St Matthew was originally a tax collector for
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