"Living Wor

Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C

First Reading Hab 1:2-3; 2:2-4 Second Reading 2 Tm 1:6-8, 13-14
The just will live by faithfulness. Never be ashamed of witnessing the Lord.

How long, Lord, am | to cry for help | am reminding you to fan into a flame
while you will npt Ils'gen; the gift that God gave you when | laid my
to cry ‘Oppression!” in your ear hands on you. God’s gift was not a spirit

and you will not save?

Why do you set injustice before me,

why do you look on where there is tyranny?
Outrage and violence, this is all | see,

all is contention, and discord flourishes.

of timidity, but the Spirit of power, and
love, and self-control. So you are never to
be ashamed of witnessing to the Lord, or
ashamed of me for being his prisoner; but

Then the Lord answered and said, with me, bear the hardships for the sake
. o of the Good News, relying on the power
‘Write the vision down, of God.
inscribe it on tablets
to be easily read, Keep as your pattern the sound teaching
since this vision is for its own time only: you have heard from me, in the faith and
eager for its own fulfilment, it does not love that are in Christ Jesus. You have been
_ deceive; . trusted to look after something precious;
if it comes slowly, wait, guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who

for come it will, without fail.

See how he flags, he whose soul is not
at rights,

but the upright man will live by his
faithfulness.’

lives in us.

Gospel Acclamation 1Pt 1:25

Alleluia, alleluia!
The word of the Lord stands for ever:;

Responsorial Psalm o i
it is the word given to you, the Good News.

Ps 94:1-2. 6-9. R. v.8

L Alleluia!
(R.) If today you hear his voice, harden
not your hearts.
1. Come, ring out our joy to the Lord; Gospel Lk 17:5-10
hail the rock who saves us. If you had faith!

Let us come before him, giving thanks,

with songs let us hail the Lord. (R.) The apostles said to the Lord, ‘Increase our

faith.” The Lord replied, ‘Were your faith the

2. Come in; let us bow and bend low; size of a mustard seed you could say to this
let us kneel before the God who made mulberry tree, “Be uprooted and planted in
us the sea”, and it would obey you.

for he is our God and we
the people who belong to his pasture, ‘Which of you, with a servant ploughing
the flock that is led by his hand. (R.) or minding sheep, would say to him when
. . he returned from the fields, “Come and
3. O\t/g?(;tet'oday you would listen to his have your meal immediately”? Would he

not be more likely to say, “Get my supper
laid; make yourself tidy and wait on me
when your fathers put me to the test; while | eat and drink. You can eat and drink
when they tried me, though they saw my yourself afterwards”? Must he be grateful

work.’ (R.) to the servant for doing what he was told?
So with you: when you have done all you
have been told to do, say, “We are merely
servants: we have done no more than our
duty.”

‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah,
as on that day at Massah in the desert

The psalm responses are from the English Translation of the Lectionary for
the Mass ©1981 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc.(ICEL).
All rights reserved. The psalm texts, from The Psalms, A New Translation,
©1963 by The Grail, England and used by permission of the publishers.
The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published
and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and
Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.

© 2017 Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd
All use must be in accordance with your user licensing agreement.

5 October 2025

Reflection by Fr Michael Tate

The loving gaze of a mother
towards her newborn simply gives
rise to the obligation to feed the
baby. There is no special reward
for doing her motherly duty. This is
how Jesus sees ‘good works’. If we
perceive our relationships with
people correctly, then so-called
‘good works’ are ho more than our
duty and don’t deserve special
congratulatory access to Heaven.

If we saw human beings as ‘formed
from the dust of the earth, . . . a
manifestation of God in the world,
a sign of his presence, a trace of
his glory’ (St John Paul I,
Evangelium Vitae 34.2), then that
perception leads to certain ways of
relating which are obliging. Like the
servant in the story, we will have
done no more than our duty.

Nevertheless, doing that sort of
duty you and | are becoming the
sort of creature who can love
unreservedly. We are being readied
to receive the free gift of heavenly
life.

We might take a moment to pause
to get our perception of human
beings correct so that our response
may prepare us for the free gift of
heavenly life.

mtate@bigpond.com



Giuseppe Roncalli, in 1881; one of fourteen

children born to a family of sharecroppers in
the Italian region of Lombardy. He was ordained a
priest in 1904 and served in many parts of the world
including France, Greece, Turkey and Bulgaria.
In 1953 he was made a cardinal by Pope Pius XII and
named the Patriarch of Venice. On October 28 1958
he was elected Pope at the age of 76 and became the
first pope in more than 500 years to take the papal name
of “John”. Soon after his election as pope, John XXIII
called for a general council of cardinals and bishops,
and after two years of preparations the historic Second
Vatican Council was opened on October 11 1962.
John XXIII died from stomach cancer on 3 June 1963
before the conclusion of the council. Affectionately
known as “Good Pope John”, John XXIII was
canonized by Pope Francis on 27 April 2014.

Pope Saint John XXIII was born Angelo
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Jesus says our

faith can grow, like a mustard seed that grows

into a tree. Draw a picture of yourself doing
something that helps your faith in Jesus to grow.
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