"Living Word

Second Sunday of Easter, Year C

First Reading Acts 5:12-16

The numbers of men and women who came to believe in the

Lord increased steadily.

The faithful all used to meet by common consent
in the Portico of Solomon. No one else ever dared
to join them, but the people were loud in their
praise and the numbers of men and women who
came to believe in the Lord increased steadily.
So many signs and wonders were worked among
the people at the hands of the apostles that the
sick were even taken out into the streets and
laid on beds and sleeping-mats in the hope that
at least the shadow of Peter might fall across
some of them as he went past. People even
came crowding in from the towns round about
Jerusalem, bringing with them their sick and
those tormented by unclean spirits, and all of
them were cured.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 117:2-4. 22-27.R. v.1

(R.) Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,
his love is everlasting.
or

(R.) Alleluia.

1. Letthe sons of Israel say:
‘His love has no end.’
Let the sons of Aaron say:
‘His love has no end.’
Let those who fear the Lord say:
‘His love has no end.’ (R.)

2. The stone which the builders rejected
has become the corner stone.
This is the work of the Lord,
a marvel in our eyes.
This day was made by the Lord;
we rejoice and are glad. (R.)

3. O Lord, grant us salvation;
O Lord grant success.
Blessed in the name of the Lord
is he who comes.
We bless you from the house of the Lord;
the true God is our light. (R.)

Second Reading Rv1:9-13,17-19

I was dead and now | am to live for ever and ever.

My name is John, and through our union in Jesus
| am your brother and share your sufferings, your
kingdom, and all you endure. | was on the island
of Patmos for having preached God’s word and
witnessed for Jesus; it was the Lord’s day and
the Spirit possessed me, and | heard a voice
behind me, shouting like a trumpet, ‘Write down
all that you see in a book.’ | turned round to see
who had spoken to me, and when | turned | saw
seven golden lamp-stands and, surrounded by
them, a figure like a Son of man, dressed in a
long robe tied at the waist with a golden girdle.

When | saw him, | fell in a dead faint at his feet,
but he touched me with his right hand and said,

‘Do not be afraid; it is |, the First and the Last;
| am the Living One. | was dead and now | am
to live for ever and ever, and | hold the keys of
death and of the underworld. Now write down all
that you see of present happenings and things
that are still to come.’

Gospel Acclamation Jn 20:29

Alleluia, alleluia!

You believe in me, Thomas, because you
have seen me;

happy those who have not seen me, but
still believe!

Alleluia!

Gospel Jn20:19-31

After eight days Jesus came in and stood among them.

In the evening of that same day, the first day of
the week, the doors were closed in the room
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews.
Jesus came and stood among them. He said to
them, ‘Peace be with you,” and showed them his
hands and his side. The disciples were filled with
joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to them
again, ‘Peace be with you.

‘As the Father sent me,

so am | sending you.’

After saying this he breathed on them and said:
‘Receive the Holy Spirit.

For those whose sins you forgive,

they are forgiven;

for those whose sins you retain,

they are retained.’

Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the
Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.
When the disciples said, ‘We have seen the
Lord’, he answered, ‘Unless | see the holes
that the nails made in his hands and can put
my finger into the holes they made, and unless
| can put my hand into his side, | refuse to
believe.” Eight days later the disciples were in
the house again and Thomas was with them.
The doors were closed, but Jesus came in and
stood among them. ‘Peace be with you’ he said.
Then he spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here;
look, here are my hands. Give me your hand;
put it into my side. Doubt no longer but believe.’
Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and my God!" Jesus
said to him:

‘You believe because you can see me.
Happy are those who have not seen
and yet believe.’

There were many other signs that Jesus worked
and the disciples saw, but they are not recorded
in this book. These are recorded so that you may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,
and that believing this you may have life through
his name.
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Reflection by Fr Michael Tate

Doubt and questioning are a
normal and proper part of being
human. We should allow for this
within the community of the
Church. A point may come where a
person may no longer remain in
the Church with any integrity. But a
dismissive, excluding Church is not
the Church of this gospel story.

Within the companionship of the
Church a doubter may hear the
words: ‘Peace be with you.” What
sort of peace? It is that inner
assurance that, in the midst of all
the tribulations and the turmoil and
the myriad precursor deaths which
we suffer on all sorts of levels, the
Conqueror of Death wants to be
with us.

How can the Risen Lord be with
us? In Holy Communion, and in
those counted as least in the
world. According to Matthew 25,
He is those without the necessities
of life: food, shelter, medical care,
comfort in distress.

We could pause for a moment to
savour that Peace which comes
from faith in the Conqueror of
Death and in his Real Presence in
Holy Communion and in those in
dire need.
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Complete the Text maze:
“You are my Lord and my God!”
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children born of a wealthy Italian family in
c1347. From a young age she devoted her life to
prayer and became a tertiary sister of the Dominican
order despite her parents objections. She worked with
the sick and attracted a following of men and women
who accompanied her on her frequent journeys.
Catherine became heavily involved in the politics of
both Church and State as she attempted to make peace
between Florence and the papacy. She urged Pope FINISH
Gregory to return the papacy to Rome from Avignon,
which he did in 1376. His death two years later led to
a schism in the Western church, as detractors of the
newly elected pope Urban VI set up a rival pope in
Avignon. In an effort to restore unity to the church,
Catherine gave support to the Urban VI but was
exhausted by her efforts. She died soon after suffering
a stroke, aged only 33.

St Catherine of Siena was the youngest of 25
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Crossword
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1 2 3 4
Across
° 5: to take into your possession
7: long, pointed weapon
g: to have come into sight
i ’ 10: the apostle who doubted that Jesus had risen
ll: not believing
Down
8 I: to pardon an offence
g 2: welcomed
3: marks left by a healed wound
10 4: Jesus said to Thomas, “Put your
______ here and look at my hands!”
6: frightened or scared
i 7: Jesus said to his disciples,
“Receive the Holy
q: belief




