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: Fc_iurfh Sunday of Lent, Year C

First Reading Jos 5:9-12

The people of God went to the promised land and there kept
the passover.

The Lord said to Joshua, ‘Today | have taken the
shame of Egypt away from you.'

The Israelites pitched their camp at Gilgal and
kept the Passover there on the fourteenth day
of the month, at evening in the plain of Jericho.
On the morrow of the Passover they tasted the
produce of that country, unleavened bread and
roasted ears of corn, that same day. From that
time, from their first eating of the produce of
that country, the manna stopped falling. And
having manna no longer, the Israelites fed from
that year onwards on what the land of Canaan
yielded.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 33:2-7.R.v.9
(R.) Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

1. Iwill bless the Lord at all times,
his praise always on my lips;
in the Lord my soul shall make its boast.
The humble shall hear and be glad. (R.)

2. Glorify the Lord with me.
Together let us praise his name.
I sought the Lord and he answered me;
from all my terrors he set me free. (R.)

3. Look towards him and be radiant;
let your faces not be abashed.
This poar man called; the Lord heard him
and rescued him from all his distress. (R.}

Second Reading 2 Cor 5:17-21
God reconciied us to himseif through Christ.

For anyone who is in Christ, there is a new
creation; the old creation has gone, and now
the new one is here. it is all God's work. It
was God who reconciled us to himself through
Christ and gave us the work of handing on his
reconciliation. In other words, God in Christ was
reconciling the world t¢ himself, not holding
men's faults against them, and he has entrusted
to us the news that they are raconciled. So we
are ambassadors for Christ; it is as though God
were appealing through us, and the appeal that
we make in Christ's name is: be reconciled to
God. For our sake God made the sinless one
into sin, so that in him we might become the
goodness of God.

Gospel Acclamation Lk 15:18

Praise and honour to you, Lord Jestus Christ!

I will rise and go to my Father and tell him:

Father, | have sinned agalnst heaven and
against yotr.

Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus
Christ!

Gospel Lk15:1-3,11-32

Your brother here was dead and has come to life,

The tax collectors and the sinners were all
seeking the company of Jesus to hear what he
had to say, and the Pharisees and the scribes
complained. ‘This man' they sald ‘welcomes
sinners and eats with them.’ So he spoke this
parable to them:

‘A man had two sons. The younger said to his
father, “Father, let me have the share of the
estate that would come to me.” So the father
divided the property between them. A few days
later, the younger son got together everything
he had and left for a distant country where he
squandered his money on a life of debauchery.

‘When he had spent it all, that country
experienced a severe famine, and now he
began to feel the pinch, so he hired himself out
to one of the local inhabitants who put him on
his farm to feed the pigs. And he would willingly
have filled his belly with the husks the pigs were
aating but no one offered him anything, Then he
came to his senses and said, "How many of my
father’s paid servants have more food than they
want, and here am | dying of hunger! | will leave
this place and go to my father and say: Father,
| have sinned against heaven and against you;
| no longer deserve to be called your son; treat
me as one of your paid servants.” So he left the
place and went back to his father.

‘While he was still a long way off, his father saw
him and was moved with pity, He ran to the boy,
clasped him in his arms and kissed hirn tenderfy.
Then his son said, “Fathet, | have sinned against
heaven and against you. | no longer deserve to
be called your son.” But the father said t¢ his
servants, “Quick! Bring out the best robe and put
it en him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on
his feet. Bring the calf we have been fattening,
and kil it; we are going to have a feast, a
celebration, because this son of mine was dead
and has come back to life; he was lost and is
found.” And they began to celebrate.

‘Now the elder son was out in the fields, and
on his way back, as he drew near the house,
he could hear music and dancing. Calling one
of the servants he asked what it was all about.
“Your brother has come” replied the servant
“and your father has killed the calf we had
fattenad because he has got him back safe and
sound.” He was angry then and refused tc ga in,
and his father came out to plead with him; but
he answered his father, “Look, all these years |
have slaved for you and never once disobeyed
your orders, yet you never offerad me so much
as a kid for me to celebrate with my friends. But
for this son of yours, when he comes back after
swallowing up your property - he and his women
- you Kill the calf we had been fattening.”

‘The father said, “My son, you are with me
always and all | have is yours, But [t is only right
we should celebrate and rejoice, because your
brother here was dead and has come to life; he
was lost and is found.”

Reflection by Fr Michae! Tate

For Jaws, pigs are ritually unclean,
so that living in a pig sty would
make this young man
unapproachable,

S0, imagine the reaction of his
Jewish audience when Jesus told
the story of the father running to his
son and embracing him still stinking
of the pig sty, exclaiming, ‘You were
lost and now you are found.”

That is Jesus’ portrayal of his
heavenly Father's relationship with
us.

Of course, sometimes we are the
older  brother, resentful that
someone seems to have had too
easy a time of Ged's forgiveness. Is
this the attitude of many who
challenge the emphasis by Pope
Francis on Mercy as the core of
God’s relationship with us?

More often, we are like the younger
brother who has strayed to a far off
place, sometimes quite
deliberately.

We could resolve to approach the
Sacrament of Mercy during Lent,
knowing that our heavenly Father
will run towards us, embracing us,
exclaiming, ‘You were lost but now
you are found.” That is worth a
celebration!
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To be used at 10am Mass only. 30th March 2025.
Please turn over for other masses.

Fourth Sunday of Lent; Alternate Readings, Year A

First Reading 1Sm 16:1, 6-7, 10-13

in the presence of the Lord God, they anolnted David king of
isragl,

The Lerd said to Samuel, ‘Fill your horn with oll
and go.  am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem,
for | have chosen myself a king among his sons.'
When Samuel arrived, he caught sight of Eliab
and thought, ‘Surely the Lord's anointed one
stands there before him,’ but the Lord said to
Samuel, ‘Take no notice of his appearance or
his height for | have rejected him; God does not
see as man sees; man looks at appearances but
the Lord looks at the heart.’ Jesse presented his
seven sons to Samuel, but Samuel said to Jesse,
‘The Lord has not chosen these.” He then asked
Jesse, 'Are these all the sons you have? He
answered, ‘There is still one left, the youngest;
he is cut looking after the sheep.’ Then Samuel
said to Jesse, ‘Send for him; we will not sit down
to eat until he comes.' Jesse had him sent for,
a boy of fresh complexion, with fine eyes and
pleasant bearing, The Lord said, ‘Come, anoint
him, for this is the one.’ At this, Samuel took the
horn of oil and anointed him where he stood with
his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord sgized on
David and stayed with him from that day on.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps22R.v.1

(R.) The Lord Is my shepherd: there is
notting I shall want.

1. The Lord 's my shepherd;
there is hothing | shall want.
Fresh and green are the pastures
where he gives me repose.
Near restful waters he leads me,
to revive my drooping spirit. (R.)

2. He guides me along the right path;
he is true to his name.
If | should walk in the valley of darkness
no evil would | fear.
You are there with your crook and your
staff;
with these you give me comfort. (R.}

3. You have prepared a banguet for me
In the sight of my fees.
My head you have anointed with oil;
My cup is overflowing. (R.)

4. Surely goodness and Kindness shall
follow me
all the days of my life.
In the Lord’s own house shall | dwell
for ever and ever. (R.)

Second Reading Eph 5:8-14

Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you,

You were darkness once, but now you are light In
the Lord; be like children of light, for the effects
of the light are seen in complete goodness and
right living and truth. Try to discover what the
Lord wants of you, having nothing to do with the
futile works of darkness but exposing them by
contrast. The things which are done In secret are
things that people are ashamed even to speak
of; but anything exposed by the light will be
illuminated and anything illuminated turns into
light. That is why it is sald:

Wake up from your sleep,
tise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.

Gospel Acclamation Jns:12

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!
1 am the light of the world, says the Lord;

whoever follows me will have the light of life.
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!

Gospel n9:1-491

The blind man went off and washed himseif and came away
with his sight restored.

As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had
been blind from birth. He spat on the ground,
made a paste with the spittle, put this over the
eyes of the blind man and said to him, ‘Go and
wash in the Pool of Siloam’ (2 name that means
‘sent’). So the blind man went off and washed
himself, and came away with his sight restored.

His neighbours and people who earlier had seen
him begging said, ‘Isn’t this the man who used
to sit and beg? Some said, ‘Yes, it is the same
one.” Others sald, '‘No, he only looks like him.’
The man himself sald, | am the man.’

They brought the man who had been blind to
the Pharisees. It had been a sabbath day whean
Jesus made the paste and opened the man's
eyes, so when the Pharisees askad him how he
had come 10 see, he said, ‘He put a paste on my
eyes, and | washed, and | can see.’ Then some
of the Pharisees sald, ‘This man cannot be from
God: he does not keep the sabhath.’ Othars said,
‘How could a sinner produce signs like this?' And
there was disagreement among them. So they
spoke to the blind man again, ‘What have you to
say about him yourself, now that he has opened
your eyes?' ‘He is a prophet’ replied the man.

‘Are you trying to teach us,” they replied ‘and you
a sinner through and through, since you were
born!’ And they drove him away,

Jesus heard they had driven him away, and when
he found him he said to him, ‘Do you believe in
the Son of Man?' 'Sit,’ the man replied ‘tell me
who he is so that | may beligve in him." Jesus
said, ‘You are looking at him; he Is speaking
to you.! The man said, ‘Lord, | believe’, and
worshipped him.

Reflection by Fr Michael Tate

Our Lord, by the power of his word
alone, could have healed the dis-
ease of this man, blind since birth.
Yet, he made a paste with spittle
and put it over the eyes of the blind
man. Just as God would have
molstened the dust of the earth to
shape the first human being, for the
blind man, it was as though he had
been created anew.

God rarely works by telepathy but
has a preferred way of working
through the elements of creation,
especially in the Sacraments. So,
with the Ancinting of the Sick,
pressing olive oil onto the forehead
and hands of the sick or dying
symbolises the Holy Spirit entering
the very pores of the sick person,
relieving that person of undue
anxiety and giving strength for the
next stage of life.

This sacrament is a formal ritual of
healing by the Church. But there are
a million informal ways, such as
putting one's arm around someone
who is lonely or unwell, which are
sacramental to the world.

We could pause for a moment that
we might go into the world like the
man healed by Jesus, eyes wide
open to see where we might
exercise the healing power of the
Lord of the Gospel.

mtate@bigpend.com

The psalm responses are from the English Translation of the Lactionary for
tha Mass ©1981 Intematlonal Committae on Engtish In the L3turgy Inc.{|GEL),
All Ilggls reservod. The psalm texts, from The Fealms, A New Transiation,
@1563 by The Grall, England and usod by pemission of the piblishers,
Tas sctiptural quolaflnns arg taken from the Jorusalom Blble, publishod
and capyright 1966, 1867 and 1953 by Darten Longman and Todd Ltd and
Roubleday & Co Inc, and used by pernlssion of the pubkishers,

© Craative Minlstry Rosources Ply Ltd

Allusa mustba In acsordanca with your Usar licansing agresment,




